
Supplementary Table 3. Assessment of risk of bias for RCT and observational studies 

 

Revised Cochrane risk-of-bias tool for randomized trials (RoB 2) 

 

3.1 Randomized trials of initial (“induction”) therapy: risk of bias (Revised Cochrane risk-of-bias tool for randomized trials (RoB 2)) 

Author Mendonca 
et al. 1 

Sun et al. 
2 

Rathi et 
al. 3 

Sedhain et 
al. 4 

Sahay et 
al. 5 

Mehra et 
al. 6 

Rovin et 
al. 7 

Mok et 
al. 8 

Yap et al. 
9 

Li et al. 
10 

Kamanamoo
l et al. 11 

Liu et al. 
12 

Rovin et 
al. 13 Risk domain 

Risk of bias 
arising from the 
randomization 
process 

Some 
concerns 

Some 
concerns 

Some 
concerns 

Some 
concerns 

High Low Low Low High Some 
concerns 

Low Low Low 

Risk of bias due 
to deviations 
from the 
intended 
interventions 

High High Some 
concerns 

Some 
concerns 

High Some 
concerns 

Low Some 
concerns 

High Some 
concerns 

Some 
concerns 

Some 
concerns 

Low 

Missing 
outcome data 

Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low 

Risk of bias in 
measurement of 
the outcome 

Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low Low 

Risk of bias in 
selection of the 
reported result 

Some 
concerns 

Low Low Some 
concerns 

Low Some 
concerns 

Low Low Low Low Low Some 
concerns 

Low 

Overall risk of 
bias 

High High Some 
concerns 

Some 
concerns 

High Some 
concerns 

Low Some 
concerns 

High High Some 
concerns 

Some 
concerns 

Low 

 

Overall risk of bias  Criteria  
Low risk of bias  The study is considered to be at low risk of bias for all domains.  
Some concerns  The study is considered to raise some concerns in at least one domain, but not to be at high risk of bias for any domain.  
High risk of bias  The study is considered to be at high risk of bias in at least one domain or the study is considered to have some concerns for 

multiple domains in a way that substantially lowers confidence in the result 



 

3.2 Randomized trials of maintenance therapy: risk of bias (Revised Cochrane risk-of-bias tool for randomized trials (RoB 2)) 

Author Chen et al. 14 Yap et 
al. 9 

Kaballo et al. 15 
Risk domain 
Risk of bias arising from the randomization process Low High Low 

Risk of bias due to deviations from the intended 
interventions 

Some concerns High Some concerns 

Missing outcome data Low Low Low 
Risk of bias in measurement of the outcome Low Low Low 

Risk of bias in selection of the reported result Low Low Low 

Overall risk of bias Some concerns High Some concerns 
 

 

3.3 Randomized trials in refractory or relapsing LN (Revised Cochrane risk-of-bias tool for randomized trials (RoB 2)) 

Author Anutrakulchai et al. 16 (prematurely terminated) Zhang et al. 17 
Risk domain 
Risk of bias arising from the randomization process Low High 

Risk of bias due to deviations from the intended interventions High High 
Missing outcome data Low Some concerns 
Risk of bias in measurement of the outcome Low Some concerns 

Risk of bias in selection of the reported result Some concerns Some concerns 

Overall risk of bias High High 

 

 



 

3.4 Treatments in refractory/non-responding or flaring LN: risk of bias assessment (Newcastle-Ottawa scale for cohort studies) 

Author Moroni et al. 
19 

Choi et al. 20 Mok et al. 21 Kasitanon et al. 
22 

Kotagiri et 
al. 23 

Davies et al. 
24 

Jonsdottir et 
al. 25 

Iaccarino et 
al. 26 

Contis et al. 
27 

Rivera et al. 
28 Risk domain 

Selection  
Representativeness of 
the exposed cohort 

* * * *  * * *  * 

Selection of the non-
exposed cohort 

*          

Ascertainment of 
exposure 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Demonstration that 
outcome of interest 
was not present at start 
of study 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Comparability  
Comparability of 
cohorts on the basis of 
the design or analysis 
controlled for 
confounders 

*          

Outcome  
Assessment of 
outcome 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Was follow-up long 
enough for outcomes 
to occur 

      * *  * 

Adequacy of follow-up 
of cohorts 

*  * * * * * * *  

Total number of stars 7 4 5 5 4 5 6 6 4 5 
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