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topics in Japanese rheumatology? — Go
above and beyond’ by Yoshiya

Tanaka, Japan
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Science is global, as is the impact of the rheu-
matic and musculoskeletal diseases (RMD).
Our journal, RMD Open, which is an official
organ of the European Alliance of Associa-
tions for Rheumatology, aims to publish high-
quality research covering the full spectrum of
RMD research coming from all parts of the
world and not only Europe. This ambition is
reflected by the composition of the Editorial
Board, where all continents are represented.

Interestingly, international collaboration
in the field of immunology which is closely
linked and, in many aspects, an integral part
of our discipline, started many years ago, not
only with international exchanges between
the USA, Canada and Europe but also with
Japan. A perfect example concerns Shibasa-
buro Kitasato who came to Germany in 1885
as a postdoctoral fellow and together with
Emil von Behring was instrumental in the
development of the first antibody therapy to
cure diphtheria, which was the number one
killer of children at this time." Another more
recent example of a powerful and rapid inter-
national approach addressing urgent unmet
need in the rheumatic diseases comprises
the response to the SARS-CoV-2 pandemic,
whereby EULAR worked together with other
global agencies, for example, ACR and
APLAR to prosper new treatment guidelines
in the context of active disease, and advanced
information concerning the use of emerging
vaccines in people with RMDs. The rheuma-
tology community responded rapidly, and by
working together, saved lives.

Never more than now, it is important to
learn what is ongoing across the regions

of the world in our field. We plan to cover
this in a new series of articles addressing
important aspects of research in rheuma-
tology across the globe starting with Japan,
on the occasion of the imminent Congress
of the Japanese Society of Rheumatology,
which will be a physical meeting again after
2years of virtual exchange. It is exciting to
learn what has been achieved in this country,
itself a powerhouse of rheumatology inno-
vation, and what are the current topics that
dominate thinking therein. Of course, fasci-
nating research is going on in so many other
parts of the world and we will cover this work
in subsequent articles. So please watch out
for future viewpoint papers to learn what is
done in the rheumatology regions that have
remarkable impact on the global develop-
ment of our field.

Funding The authors have not declared a specific grant for this
research from any funding agency in the public, commercial or
not-for-profit sectors.

Competing interests None declared.
Patient consent for publication Not applicable.
Ethics approval Not applicable.

Provenance and peer review Commissioned; internally peer
reviewed.

Open access This is an open access article distributed

in accordance with the Creative Commons Attribution Non
Commercial (CC BY-NC 4.0) license, which permits others to
distribute, remix, adapt, build upon this work non-commercially,
and license their derivative works on different terms, provided
the original work is properly cited, appropriate credit is given,
any changes made indicated, and the use is non-commercial.
See: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

ORCID iD
Gerd R Burmester http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7518-1131

BM)

Burmester GR. RMD Open 2023;9:€002984. doi:10.1136/rmdopen-2023-002984

eular 1

“ybBuAdoa Aq parosioid 1sanb Aq 202 ‘6 |udy uo jwodfwg-uadopul//:dny wolj papeojumoq ‘€20z Aenuer /Z Uo $86200-£202-uadopwl/9eTT 0T Se paysiignd 1s1y :uado any


https://www.eular.org
http://rmdopen.bmj.com/
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7518-1131
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1136/rmdopen-2023-002984&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-01-26
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7518-1131
http://rmdopen.bmj.com/

REFERENCE and Robert Koch. Available: https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/Institut/
1 Robert Koch Institute. Friend and collaborator - Shibasaburo Kitasato Geschichte/Koch_Schueler/RK_und_Kitasato.html

2 Burmester GR. RMD Open 2023;9:6002984. doi:10.1136/rmdopen-2023-002984

“ybBuAdoa Aq parosioid 1sanb Aq 202 ‘6 |udy uo jwodfwg-uadopul//:dny wolj papeojumoq ‘€20z Aenuer /Z Uo $86200-£202-uadopwl/9eTT 0T Se paysiignd 1s1y :uado any


https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/Institut/Geschichte/Koch_Schueler/RK_und_Kitasato.html
https://www.rki.de/DE/Content/Institut/Geschichte/Koch_Schueler/RK_und_Kitasato.html
http://rmdopen.bmj.com/

	Celebrating the global impact of rheumatology research: preface to the Viewpoint Article—‘What are the hot topics in Japanese rheumatology?—Go above and beyond’ by Yoshiya Tanaka, Japan
	Reference


